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Title of the talk: Disappearing wonderland: Changing climate and cursed waters of the
Sundarbans
This talk introduces the Sundarbans across India and Bangladesh stretching along the Bay of
Bengal and its current challenges to stay afloat. The world’s largest and most biodiverse
mangrove ecosystem, home of critically endangered Royal Bengal Tiger and many other
species, a carbon sink more efficient than the Amazon, a socio-culturally rich human habitat
and a living fossil that has recorded the imprint of human civilisation since a few thousand
years is facing an acute existential crisis. Climate change induced sea level rise, increasing
frequency of disasters, incessant land loss and erosion, increasing salinity in the soil as well as
myopic development strategies and policies are gravely affecting wellbeing of humans and
nonhumans of the region alike. Consisting of 102 islands with a human population of over 4.5
million, the region has already lost two populated islands and at least five others are sinking in
the seas fast, displacing hundreds of thousands – many more than the small island nations
collectively. The iconic nonhuman species of the region such as Sundari trees and Bengal
Tigers are disappearing fast as well. It needs a concerted effort from the global and local
communities, scientists, NGOs, civil society and governments to collaborate and save this
marvel on earth.

